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Young-Suk Bak, Jong-Deock Lee, Ho-Il Yoon and Hyesu Yun, 2004, Diatom assemblages from Maxwell
Bay in Antarctica. Journal of the Geological Society of Korea. v. 40, no. 4, p. 455-468

ABSTRACT: A total of 60 species and varieties belonging to 33 genera is identified from the Core GCO0-MX2
in the Maxwell Bay of the South Shetland Islands, Western Antarctica. The Holocene diatom assemblages
from the core are characterized by predominance (about 50.3% of the total) of Cocconeis costata, Fragilariopsis
kerguelensis, Rhizosolenia styliformis, Thalassiosira antarctica, T. glacilis and T. rentiginosa. The neritic
benthic diatoms, such as Acanthes sp., Cocconeis costata, Grammatophora sp., Licomphora sp., Navicula
directa, Pseudogomphonema sp., and Trachyneis aspera, which are introduced by glacier meltwater, indicate
a warm event during the sedimentation periods. The lower horizons of the core (592 ¢cm~208 cm) are
characterized by high abundance of Chaetoceros resting spore, indicating input of sea-ice meltwater. In
contrast, the abundance of this resting spore in upper horizons is gradually decreased from 208 cm horizon
upward. As a result, the lower horizons of the core were influenced by open marine conditions and ice
conditions, and the upper horizons changed to ice conditions(cold) in core intervals of 176 cm to 96 cm.

Key words: core sediments, neritic benthic diatoms, meltwater, Holoce, warm period, ice conditions
(Young-Suk Bak and Jong-Deock Lee, Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences, Chonbuk National

University, Jeonju, 561-756, Korea: Ho-ll Yoomn, Polar Research Institute, KORDI, Ansan P.O. Box 29,
425-600, Korea: Hyesu Yun, Department of Geology, Chungnam National University, Daejon 305-764, Korea)
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Fig. 1. Horizontal distribution of water depth in Maxwell bay, Anrarctica.
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Table 1. Occurrence chart of the diatom taxa from the core GCO0-MX2.

species depth 0 16 32 48 64 80 96 112 128 144 160 176 192 208 224 240 256 272 288
Acanthes sp. 1

Actinocyclus actinochilus 2 3 8 3 8 10 12 8 2 4 8 2 13 6 10 2
A. curvatulus 1

A. ingens 1

A. octonarius 2 3 1 4 4
Amphora sp. 4 2 2 1 1
Asteromphalus hookeri 1 3 3 1 1

A. parvulus 2 1

A. sp. 1 2

Cocconeis costata 25 17 18 8 14 12 16 15 12 14 6 10 28 13 2 100 16 17 18
C. fasciolata 7 4 3 6 5 6 1 4 6 2 3 2 4 8 6 6 2
C. pensacolae

C.sp. 3 2 1 2 1 4 2
Corethron criophilum 16 7 6 15 38 28 4 14 18 18 6 4 28 11 4 3 2 26
Coscinodiscus asteromphalus 4 4 4 8 3 2 4 2
Dactyliosolen antarcticus 3 5 6 6 2 4 15 6 2 2 2 2 2 10 4 3 4
Denticulopsis sp. 2 3
Entopyla sp. 2 1 1 2 1 2 4
Eucampia antarctica 1 4 6 4 2 6 2 6 2 4 4 5 6 2
Fragilariopsis curta 1 9 4 18 8§ 12 10 3 12 16 14 4 § 18 19 14 13 6 2
F. cylindrus 6 6 2 4 10 6 2
F.kerguelensis 26 33 32 34 24 36 34 18 28 18 19 44 38 20 23 22 45 36 44
F. lineata 2 2

F. obliquecostata 4 8 10 4 2 15 4 2 2 3 4 5 4
F. oceanica 10 4 3 13 6 4 6 2 2 2 1
F. ritscheri 3 11 10 3 6 6 3 4 2 4

F. separanda 6 18 3 8 10 2 6 4 2 2 3 8 5 1 6

F. sublineata 2 8 6 4 3 2 6 2 3 10 3 4 2 2 2
Grammatophora sp. 7 3 2 2 2 7 4 14 12 4 4 2 1 8 16
Gyrosigma sp. 2

Isthimia nervosa

Licomphora sp. 9 6 12 8 4 14 5 4 2 10 2 9 2 1 12 4 11 2
Melosira sol

M. sp 3 4 1 4 2 2 4 1
Navicula directa 6 4

Navicula sp. 3 1 1 4

Nizschia spp. 6 2 6 4 2 4 2 4
Odontella weissflogii 177 6 2 12 6 4 10 6 5 6 2 14 4 4
Pinnularia sp. 2

Porosira glacialis 9 16 17 20 14 21 4 5 6 2 2 13 18 8 6 4 18
Proboscia inermis 3 1 2 7 6 2 1 100 6 8 4 2 6 1 4
Pseudogomphonema sp. 2

Pseudo-nitzchia cuspidata 1

Pseudo-nitzchia sp. 1

Rhizosolenia styliformis 6 5 18 6 8 § 12 10 20 4 58 12 26 19 16 18 23 30 12
Rhizosolenia hebetata f. bidens 17 4 2 2

Schimperiella antarctica 5 3 2
Stellarima microtrias 1 6 2 14 2 2 4 7 2 2 6 4
Stephanopyxis sp.

Synedra sp. 2 7 2 4 2 6 100 4 2 6 6 2 4 1
Thalassiosira antarctica 23 13 14 17 10 18 16 29 6 10 16 26 17 14 26 17 14 10 9
T. elliptipora 1

T. glacilis 16 11 10 23 8 4 6 3 14 8 4 20 29 24 4 12 16 10 4
T. lentiginosa 8 14 16 24 14 22 23 12 18 2 10 6 13 4 22 6 726
T. lineata 1 2 1 2
T. spp. 6 22 5 7 13 3 2 10 20 10 16
Thalassiothrix longissima 5 7 2 9 1 2 3 4 3 1 3 3 4 0 4 3 4
Thalassiothrix sp. 3

Trachyneis aspera

Trinacria sp. 1

Chaetoceros resting spores 3 21 7 26 30 79 10 4 39 27 45 17 48 80 112 66 200 156 50
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Table 1. Continued.

species depth 304 320 336 352 368 384 400 416 432 448 464 480 496 512 528 544 560 576 592
Acanthes sp.
Actinocyclus actinochilus 8 2 4 6 8 4 3 8 3 6 8 6 100 10 8 4 6 7
A. curvatulus
A. ingens 4 1 2 1
A. octonarius 2 2
Amphora sp. 1 2 1 2
Asteromphalus hookeri 1 2
A. parvulus 2
A. sp. 1
Cocconeis costata 20 10 26 14 28 16 6 7 22 16 28 14 22 14 16 16 12 10 16
C. fasciolata 10 3 6 4 5 8 4 8 4 4 2 4 4 4 3 4 2
C. pensacolae 2 1 2 1
C.sp. 4 3 1 3
Corethron criophilum 4 8 8 2 2 4 2 4 2 6 4
Coscinodiscus asteromphalus 4 5 4 1 4 2 6 4 2 6 2
Dactyliosolen antarcticus 4 8 7 4 12 10 6 10 2 8 6 4 4 6
Denticulopsis sp. 2
Entopyla sp. 1 1 2 2 4
Eucampia antarctica 6 4 2 3 2 6 7 2 6 2 2
Fragilariopsis curta 10 26 2 10 24 26 4 6 10 6 4 2 4 16 10 30 10
F. cylindrus 4 6 4
F.kerguelensis 32 20 44 42 50 56 26 18 34 28 30 32 60 28 44 54 34 42 60
F. lineata 2 2 4 2 4 2 6
F. obliquecostata 2 2 2 3 6 10 4 2 4 6 4 2 2 6
F. oceanica 1 4 5 2
F. ritscheri 4 2 1 6 14 2 2 3 6 8
F. separanda 8 12 8 10 10 8§ 20 2 100 4 4 6 4 22
F. sublineata 2 6 2 100 6 4 16 8 8 6 12 20 4 4
Grammatophora sp. 4 2 8 1 4 8 2 1 4 2 12 12 2 4
Gyrosigma sp.
Isthimia nervosa 1 1 1
Licomphora sp. 6 10 8 12 6 4 5 2 10 10 2 4 4 5 3 6 8
Melosira sol 1 1
M. sp 1 2 1 4 1 2 2
Navicula directa 2 1 2 1 2
Navicula sp. 1
Nizschia spp. 2 1
Odontella weissflogii 4 6 7 2 6 2 4 10 4 10 2 2 3 16 2 6 4
Pinnularia sp. 2
Porosira glacialis 2 2 4 2 2 8 9 10 8 2 6 8 4 4 4
Proboscia inermis 8 1 2 3 2 2 6
Pseudogomphonema sp. 1 2 1 4 2
Pseudo-nitzchia cuspidata
Pseudo-nitzchia sp. 14
Rhizosolenia styliformis 28 10 24 7 22 14 10 30 10 26 40 18 12 14 10 20 4 12
Rhizosolenia hebetata f. bidens 2 2 2 3 2
Schimperiella antarctica 4 1 12 6 2 2 6 2 2 2 2
Stellarima microtrias 2 8§ 14 8 4 8 8 2 4 2
Stephanopyxis sp. 1
Synedra sp. 6 8 4 5 10 6 10 8 4 5 2 2 2 4 6 10 2 6 4
Thalassiosira antarctica 10 10 18 13 16 22 24 14 12 26 22 21 24 18 32 8 10 22 22
T. elliptipora 2
T. glacilis 10 18 14 13 16 12 5 12 10 9 16 18 20 30 14 6 10 14 12
T. lentiginosa 14 14 10 8§ 16 10 14 6 12 24 10 14 18 16 14 6 14 4 4
T lineata 2 1 2 2 2 4
T. spp. 6 8 1 2
Thalassiothrix longissima 8 4 4 3 1 2 6 4 6 4 2 4 6 2 2 6 4 10
Thalassiothrix sp.
Trachyneis aspera 1
Trinacria sp. 1 1 1 2 1
Chaetoceros resting spores 154 164 22 200 56 28 200 200 35 200 90 101 20 30 160 200 74 200 156
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Table 2. AMS “C radiocarbon age datings and lithofacies of the examined core GC00-MX2.

Core

e ages(yr. B.P.)

Lab code Lithofacies Materials

depth(cm) Uncorrected Corrected”
R28150/3 107 Diatomaceous mud micro-shell 1662+45 562+45
R28150/8 273 Diatomaceous mud micro-shell 2021140 921+40
R28193/1 448 Diatomaceous mud micro-shell 2839+40 1739+40
R28193/2 447 Diatomaceous mud micro-shell 3032+40 1932440
R28193/3 573 Diatomaceous mud Plant-fragment 3514445 2414445

"Corrected ages were determined by subtracting the surface age of 1100 years in core GC00-MX2.

A o= AA vpolE A HrKGordon and
Harkness, 1993). 2@ =2] Rafter Radiocarbon
Laboratoryoll 4] S43%F 50| H A& AMS e
92 QUERY %S uAF Az GO
MX2 =ol9l HA A]7]i= AW38}7](Neoglacial)
7k A= A7) ol FoltkTable 2).

3.3 D& 6N
201 GQOOMX2S] B 2j=ol4] A2 37 A
% T 248 AMRE Ak ANA FE
/H Acanthes sp., Cocconeis costata, Grammatophora
sp., Licomphora sp., Navicula directa, Pseudogomphonema
sp., Trachyneis aspera 5] A=Atk AXMA +F
z9] Zlo)E 33+ Whitehead and McMinn
(1997)ell <& Cocconeis costata, Navicula directa,
Trachyneis aspera's-o X33V FFat(group)> 4
o o}zx7t|(deep sublittoral zone)! 9.8 m o]
FollAl 25.0 mo] Ao Rxgich FHA WA
9 L5 A7l Sl sgeaon ¢
% qaRe wEsh A sk AAsE
Mol ol fgela wold gl
Q72 Pem pAge] Aolxkn skt
(Johansen and Fryxell, 1985). &gt A K-
AE02AM  Actinocyclus actinochilus, Eucampia

> r2 oo

antarctica, Fragilariopsis obliquecostata, Odontella
weisflogiie ™ A&A o7 AEHTh AT Alge
A A elo] mAdule] 9l Hito|Auk z} =
FolA o5 ek TRl AsHor AEHE
AL 2,400 yr. BP.o] AMar|e] Alztom wa
Qure] Walo) e Hiel §4719 HAL)

9ol A% ® Ao HThFig. 3).
USG5 Sl AFoRA T

& Fragilariopsis curta, E. cylindrus, F. obeliquecostata
st F. sublineata ‘5o =Htk o5 5AL
MNixow AHRW, Fragilariopsis curta sea-
ice9] gk W FoBRE AEHE Foly,
F. cylindrusv= pack icel} fast ice(Garrison and
Buck, 1989; Scott et al., 1994), ice edge blooms
(Kang and Fryxell, 192)7} Qi Fojla] ubp gtk
Fragilariopsis obliquecostata= ‘g= $19ro]Lt} ice-
edgetA ol AgtE]o] Yeh= 50 24](Kozlova,
1966) aie] gaks- AstAl Wk all(neritic)
S AT 783 oM (Gersonde, 1986),
F. sublineata’= "33/ “&(epontic species)o]t}. T

3 F-allE(open water species)© 2] Fragilariopsis
kerguelensis, Thalassiosira antarctica®} T. lentiginosa
7V ek F kerquelensise = w87 A
A QoA ol FH-5tH(Kozlova, 1964; Defelice
and wise, 1981; Gersonde and Wefer, 1987)

A =] 16%E AARY. WA &3]
AMEEe 207 Thalassiosira antarcticars 17+
AAeA F 79%7F AEHAL BE FFAA
AE BEE HATE B3 T. lentiginosas A%
ol AR s A= AA =] 5.8%
= Afgtti(Table. 1). o5 F3lE> HAAZ

= oriy dA¢AYgon WAl

7198 BF47F FARQES AE Ek el

Fa|Fe A=EYE Hud E o AF
Ao Falge]l SASA Jedth(Fig. 3).
Ty, dFel FUkelE Rl A&z ow
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Fig. 3. Holocene diatom assemblages of Core GCO0-MX2.
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Fig. 4. Total organic carbon record and vertical abundance of Chaetoceros resting spores
and Fragilariopsis curta+F. cylindrus/F. kerguelensis in Core GC00-MX2.
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Fig. 1. Entopyla sp.. GCOOMX-2 224 cm

Fig. 2. Cocconeis sp.:. GCOOMX-2 112 cm

Fig. 3. Actinocyclus curvatulus Janisch: GCOOMX-2 128 cm

Fig. 4. A.actinochilus (Ehrenberg) Simonsen: GCOOMX-2 32 cm
Fig. 5. Pseudogomphonema sp.. GCOOMX-2 160 cm

Fig. 6. Fragilariopsis ritscheri (Hustedt) Hasle: GCOOMX-2 416 cm
Fig. 7, 8. Grammatophora sp.. GCOOMX-2 144 cm, 288 cm

Fig. 9. Licomphora sp.. GCOOMX-2 96 cm

Fig.10. Cocconeis pensacolae: GCOOMX-2 304 cm

Fig.11. Thalassiosira lentignosa Karsten: GCOOMX-2 208 cm

Fig.12. Cocconeis fasciolata (Ehrenberg) Brown: GCOOMX-2 192 cm
Fig.13. Amphora sp.. GCOOMX-2 16 cm

Fig.14. Synedra sp.. GCOOMX-2 368 cm

Fig.15. Fragilariopsis sublineata (Van Heurck) Hasle: GCOOMX-2 448 cm

Fig.16. F. curta (V. Heurck) Hasle: GCOOMX-2 320 cm
Fig.17. F. kerguelensis (O’Meara) Hasle: GCOOMX-2 0 cm
Fig.18. F. obliquecostata (Van Heurck) Hasle: GCOOMX-2 176 cm
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(bar scale: 11.4 um)

Fig. 1. Thalassiosira elliptipora Donahue: GCOOMX-2 400 cm.

Fig. 2. Actinocyclus actinochilus (Ehrenberg) Simonsen: GCOOMX-2 112 cm
Fig. 3. Cocconeis fasciolata (Ehrenberg) Brown: GCOOMX-2 304 cm

Fig. 4. Asteromphalus parvulus Karsten: GCOOMX-2 528 cm

Fig. 5. Stellarima microtrias (Ehrenberg) Hasle and Slims : GCOOMX-2 352 cm
Fig. 6. Odontella weissflogii (Janisch) Grunow: GCOOMX-2 160 cm

Fig. 7. Thalassiosira lentignosa Karsten: GCOOMX-2 208 cm

Fig. 8. Eucampia antarctica (Castracane) Mangin: GCOOMX-2 448 cm

Fig. 9. Chaetoceros testing spores: GCOOMX-2 400 cm

Fig. 10. Thalassiosira gracilis (Karsten) Hustedt: GCOOMX-2 48 cm
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Fig. 11. Porosira gracilis (Grunow) Jorgensen: GCOOMX-2 416 cm
Fig. 12. Fragilariopsis seperanda Hustedt: GCOOMX-2 16 cm

Fig. 13. Thalassiosira antarctica Comber: GCOOMX-2 160 cm

Fig. 14. Fragilariopsis kerguelensis (O’Meara) Hasle: GCOOMX-2 128 cm
Fig. 15, 21. Proboscia inermis Castracane: GCOOMX-2 304 cm

Fig. 16. Rhizosolenia styliformis Brightwell: GCOOMX-2 336 cm

Fig. 17. Navicula sp. : GCOOMX-2 16cm

Fig. 18. Amphora sp.: GCOOMX-2 192 cm

Fig. 19. Synedra sp. : GCOOMX-2, 144 cm

Fig. 20. Pseudogompfonema sp.:. GCOOMX-2 160cm

Fig. 22. Fragilariopsis curta (V. Heurck) Hasle: GCOOMX-2 416 cm
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